Where it is necessary to flee from foes, it will be easier
for those to save their lives who are more agile, fleeter-footed
or are better able to hide., and also those who possess the
best "protective" colouring, who, as it were, merge with
their surroundings and escape the eye of the pursuer.
Drought ruthlessly destroys all plants except the drought-
hardy; and only the more cold-hardy grasses, trees, animals,
birds and the larvae of insects can survive severe winter.
The struggle for existence weeds out the weak, the less
fit; this weeding out proceeds in hundreds and thousands
of directions; it has been going on continuously ever since
there has been life on Earth.
Since every generation goes through the test and on every
occasion the less perfect organisms are "weeded out" and
only the most perfect, those which have "passed the test,"
survive, the tree of life in every generation seems, as it were,
to have been pushed a step further towards perfection, The
struggle for existence flares up again, but this time among
the victors, among the strongest; they must now go through
the test, which each time becomes more stern and severe,
and hence, the process of perfection, adaptation, develop-
ment, of evolution of life, does not cease, but goes on
and on.
What seemed inexplicable, what Lamarck and Geoffrey
had vainly racked their brains over, and about which the
divines shed tender tears as they glorified the inscrutable
wisdom of the Creator, was explained in the most natural
manner: the appearance of birds' wings, the thinking brain,
the seeing eye, the chlorophyll-bearing apparatus of leaves
and millions and millions of other examples of fitness in
living nature. The chisel of natural selection had carved
all this out in the course of thousands of generations. "Thus,
from the war of nature., from famine and death, the most
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